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KENAI EXPLORER
Alaska Multi-Sport / Hiking Tour

2012 Tour Description Sheet
6 days, starts and ends in Anchorage

(Combines well with Alaska Explorer, Arctic Explorer, Alaska Ranger, and/or Mountains & Glaciers)
Sea Kayaking, Whitewater Rafting, Day Hiking, and Wildlife Viewing

 in Kenai Fjords National Park, Chugach National Forest, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, and Kachemak Bay State Park
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2012 TOUR DATES & PRICES
KENAI EXPLORER  ‘Camp & Cabin’-based tours
Tour Dates: May 27-June 1, June 10-15, July 8-13; August 6-11; August 27-September 1* (*Fall Colors & Northern Lights!)

Tour Price: $1,350 + tax. All meals included*

6 days / 5 nights. Three nights tent-camping in organized campgrounds, and two nights in shared cabins at a remote lodge
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
TOUR INTRODUCTION: The beautiful Kenai Peninsula, projecting into the Gulf of Alaska between Prince William Sound and the Cook Inlet, is Alaska in microcosm. Featuring dramatic mountains and glaciers, rugged, fjordal coast line, lush spruce and hemlock forests, tens of thousands of lakes, bountiful bird and wildlife, and superb hiking and adventure activities, the Kenai is truly an outdoor lover’s paradise. 

It’s only natural then that our six-day Kenai Explorer tour is so enticing, highlighted by visits to dramatic Kenai Fjords National Park, to the lake-studded Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, and to little-visited and wildlife-rich Kachemak Bay State Park, as well as to the charming seaside towns of Seward, Homer and Hope.

GET UP & GO!  Dramatic scenery and wildlife are not the tour’s only attractions, however, as Kenai Explorer also includes fantastic day hiking and multi-sport activities. Multi-sport highlights include a beautiful sea kayaking day trip in beautiful Kachemak Bay State Park. Bald eagles are all about, as are lolling sea otters; whales, bears and other mammals and sea birds are also frequently sighted. A Class IV whitewater rafting trip is another unforgettable and included tour highlight (or you can upgrade to a Class V trip for an additional fee).
The hiking throughout this tour is especially good, with hikes alongside glaciers, through old growth rain forests, up to alpine lakes, and along beautiful beaches all part of the scheduled itinerary. 

A six-hour glacier and wildlife-viewing cruise through the stunning fjordlands of Kenai Fjords National Park is a highly recommended, optional highlight. Deep-sea salmon and halibut fishing charters, and dogsled mushing on a helicopter-accessed glacier, are optionally available activities.

You’ll be glad you chose the Kenai Explorer, a beautiful tour with exhilarating multi-sport adventure activities, hiking, and glacier and wildlife-viewing opportunities, in one of Alaska’s most diverse and attractive regions. Please join us!
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“I just want to send you a quick note to tell you how great was my trip this year. The guides did an awesome job. And I'm pretty sure my three other friends had a really good time. We laughed a lot!

“Everything was well organized and the food was excellent…. The schedule was just perfect: active and relaxing at the same time. I really liked the daily hikes and all the time we had in the evenings to hang out. Also, I really appreciated the short driving hours. In my opinion, Kenai Explorer was the best week I had among the three I spent in Alaska (with you). The stay at the resort in the last two days was a pretty good idea to end up the trip.

“I came back to NY refreshed, relaxed and really happy. It was good vacation…. Thanks and I hope Get Up and Go! Tours will continue for a long time…. Elise” --Elise Maguire, New York; Kenai Explorer, Mountains & Glaciers, and Alaska Ranger

KENAI EXPLORER
DAILY ITINERARY & ACTIVITIES
Notes: Unless identified as optional, all mentioned activities are included. 

Specific hikes, days that activities take place on, and campgrounds may vary.

This flexible tour itinerary may operate in either direction, and is subject to change.
DAY 1: FROM ANCHORAGE TO SEWARD & KENAI FJORDS NATIONAL PARK

We’ll meet in the morning at our Anchorage departure hotel/s (see our Alaska Tour Pre-Departure Packet for locations and times), introduce ourselves, and after a brief overview of the tour, head south to the beautiful Kenai Peninsula. On the way we’ll parallel scenic Turnagain Arm. This mountain-lined and glacier-carved fjord, the ultimate extension of the Cook Inlet, Gulf of Alaska and Pacific Ocean, was named by a frustrated Captain Cook, during his 1778 search for the legendary Northwest Passage. A beautiful riverside hike through the lush Chugach National Forest to an alpine lake kicks off the tour’s activities. Afterwards, we continue on to Seward, gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park, for a two night stay. Camping.
DAY 2: SEWARD & KENAI FJORDS NATIONAL PARK 

This morning you can choose between an optional 6-hour wildlife viewing cruise to an active tidewater glacier in stunning Kenai Fjords National Park, a hike, a free afternoon in the town, or a variety of other optional activities. The cruise is highly recommended: whales, porpoises, sea lions, sea otters, seals, bald eagles, puffins and an interesting variety of other sea birds are all commonly seen, and the calving tidewater glacier is truly spectacular. Salmon or halibut fishing charters, a visit to the Alaska Sea Life Center, and even a dog sled mushing trip on a helicopter-accessed glacier are all also optionally available (see “Optional Activities” below). We can then take a hike to a pretty beach through an old-growth forest after dinner. Camping.

DAY 3: KENAI FJORDS NATIONAL PARK & KENAI NATIONAL WILDLIFE RESERVE

One of our favorite hikes anywhere is today’s highlight: up along the very blue Exit Glacier to an overlook of the 800-square mile Harding Ice Field, focal point of Kenai Fjords National Park and the source of its many glaciers. Moose, bears, mountain goats, porcupines, and marmots are all commonly seen on this hike, and the glacier and ice field are dramatically beautiful; this inspirational hike will stay with you long after you’ve left Alaska. Afterwards, a short drive brings us to the pretty Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, where we camp near a large lake. Camping.
DAY 4: HOMER & ACROSS THE BAY TO KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK

Following a morning hike to a scenic overlook, we’ll continue on to the seaside community of Homer, at the peninsula’s southwestern tip. There’s usually some free time in town to visit the excellent museum and art galleries, or to hike on the beach before taking a water taxi across the bay to our remote waterfront cabins in Kachemak Bay State Park. Shared cabins.

DAY 5: KACHEMAK BAY STATE PARK

A full day for kayaking in the bay, up fjords, along the coast and/or out to some of the bay’s many uninhabited islands. Wildlife is very abundant, especially sea otters and bald eagles, and there is no better way to view it than from the seat of a sea kayak! Alternatively, you could take an optional halibut fishing charter: these waters are famous for having some of the best fishing in the world. This afternoon we can take a second paddling trip, or perhaps hike up through the lush coastal forest to a very scenic overlook from which the bay, Cook Inlet, and several of the volcanoes of the Alaska Peninsula and Aleutian Islands are visible: Wow! You’re not going to want to leave our remote sanctuary in beautiful Kachemak Bay State Park! Shared cabins.

DAY 6: TO HOPE & BACK TO ANCHORAGE

This morning we water taxi back to Homer and carry on to the small gold rush community of Hope, where we’ll cap the tour off with an exciting Class IV whitewater rafting trip through two canyons of famous Six-Mile Creek. For a supplemental payment of ~$50 you can upgrade to a three canyon Class V trip, some of the most exhilarating whitewater available anywhere. If the rafting doesn’t sound like your thing you can instead enjoy a beautiful hike, and/or explore the charming and scenic seaside town and beach. Afterwards we’ll make the short drive back to Anchorage, where the tour ends between 7 and 8:30 pm. Please do not schedule return flights that depart prior to 9:30 pm.
ACCOMMODATIONS

‘CAMP & CABIN’-BASED TOURS: 6 days/5 nights. We tent camp in organized campgrounds three nights, and stay in shared cabins at a remote and beautiful, seaside lodge on Kachemak Bay for two nights. While camping, we supply easy-to-erect, four-person Eureka tents, which are perfect for two people and their luggage. Be sure to bring your own sleeping bag and insulated sleeping pad, or, with advance notice, you can rent these from us ($25 per bag/tour, and $10 per sleeping pad/tour). 
MEALS

‘CAMP & CABIN’-BASED TOURS: All meals are included*, and are prepared by your guide/s in camp. We feature fresh, nutritious, and tasty foods, multi-course meals and large portions, often including homemade dutch oven deserts, barbecues, fresh fish and meat, salads, and more. Dinner is a highlight! Lunches are generally buffet-style picnics or brown bag meals that we carry with us on our hikes or other activities. Most special diets can be catered to with advance notice, please list any dietary restrictions or preferences on your Tour Reservation Form.   *except breakfast the first morning and dinner the last day
LOOK AT ALL THAT’S INCLUDED

· Sea Kayaking at Kachemak Bay State Park: lots of nearby wildlife, and stunning scenery

· Whitewater Rafting on Six-Mile Creek (Class IV; for an additional ~$60 you can upgrade to a bigger Class V trip)

· Day Hiking: A variety of exceptional 2-6 hour scenic day hikes over mixed terrain (moderate to strenuous)
· Water Taxi: Roundtrip boat trip across Kachemak Bay

· Professional Guide/s: The friendly and capable services of a professional Get Up & Go! Tours’ guide: Camp & Cabin-based tours with 8-12 clients feature two guides

· All Ground Transport, Anchorage to Anchorage

· All Camping and Cabin Fees, as specified in the “Accommodations” section of this document

· All Meals, except breakfast on the first morning and dinner on the last day

· Entrance Fees to all national and state parks visited en route

· All Necessary Camping Gear, except your personal sleeping bag and ground pad (these are available for rent with advance notice: bags $25/tour, pads $10/ tour)

· Alaska Tour Pre-Departure Packet, including a packing list, Anchorage lodging and arrival information, and more
NOT INCLUDED

· Transport to and from Anchorage (where the trip starts & ends)

· Anchorage Lodging, before or after the tour; we can help. See our Alaska Tour Pre-Departure Packet for details
· Non-Included Meals (breakfast on the first morning and dinner on the last day), or alcoholic beverages

· Optional Activities (see below)

· Personal Expenses

· Gratuities for your hard-working guides; please see page 5 of our Alaska Tour Pre-Departure Packet for general tipping guidelines

· Personal Travel Insurance: highly recommended. See our Tour Reservation Form for details
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES & PRICES

· Kenai Fjords National Park Glacier & Wildlife Day Cruise: ~$149 + tax
· Sled Dog Mushing on a Helicopter-Accessed Glacier: ~$440+ tax
· Deep-Sea Salmon or Halibut Fishing Charter: ~$125-$350  + tax
· Alaska Sea Life Center entrance: ~$20 + tax
Optional activities are payable locally, and credit cards are accepted
Celebrating our 11th Season in 2012!
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