Get Up and Go! Tours
‘Active, Informative, Fun!’
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ARCTIC EXPLORER
Alaska Hiking, Canoeing & Wildlife Viewing Tour Extraordinaire!

2012 Tour Description Sheet
7 days, starts in Prudhoe Bay (aka Deadhorse), ends in Fairbanks* (some departures travel in reverse direction, please inquire)

(Combines well with Alaska Explorer, Mountains & Glaciers, Kenai Explorer, and/or Alaska Ranger)
Exceptional Wilderness Hiking, Wildlife Viewing, and Canoeing

on the Arctic North Slope, in the Brooks Range (the Northernmost Mountain Range on Earth), and at Manley Hot Springs.  

Marvel at the Midnight Sun, Tour an Active Sled Dog Kennel, Bathe in Thermal Hot Springs & Take a Dip in the 

Arctic Ocean! Our Wildest, Most Remote, Most Uniquely Alaskan Tour!

*Extend your trip by one day by taking a scenic, Alaska Railroad trip from Fairbanks to Anchorage, or vice versa; subject to availability
2012 TOUR DATES & PRICES

ARCTIC EXPLORER  Camping Tours
Tour Dates: July 1-7; July 30-August 5

Tour Price: $1,350
GET UP & GO!  in an extraordinary region of Alaska rarely seen by travelers of any stripe, and home to more caribou, grizzly bears, musk oxen, foxes, and migratory birds than humans! Arctic Explorer provides you the unique opportunity of traveling through the vast, ultra-remote, and otherworldly Alaskan Arctic and Interior regions, from the surreal community of Deadhorse, on the Arctic Ocean, to Fairbanks, Alaska’s second city and the unofficial capitol of the sprawling Alaskan Interior. 

After an initiatory dip in the Arctic Ocean (or perhaps just a photo!), we’ll travel southward through the pristine wildlife habitat of the Arctic Coastal Plain and up the Arctic North Slope to the Brooks Range, the planet’s northernmost mountain range, forming an 800-mile arc across the top of the continent. Here we’ll enjoy fantastic tundra hiking, first on the north side of the range, near the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), and then on the south side, just outside Gates of the Arctic National Park. Exotic nesting birds and wildlife are bountiful, trees are nowhere to be seen, and the Midnight Sun shines 24 hours a day for most of the summer, never setting, as it completes one glorious summer revolution after another of the boundless Arctic sky, illuminating the incredible Arctic mountain, river, and tundra landscape. 

Continuing south from the Brooks Range and across the Arctic Circle, we’ll enter into the equally vast, but heavily forested, and—except for a handful of tiny pioneer communities and native villages—virtually uninhabited watershed of the ~2,000-mile long Yukon River, and the Alaskan Interior. Our final destination, the remote and friendly community of Manley Hot Springs (a relative metropolis with a population of ~100), with its greenhouse-encased thermal baths, great canoeing, lively roadhouse, and fascinating frontier subsistence lifestyle, is a welcoming oasis. We ultimately return to civilization in Fairbanks: at ~80,000, the largest city in the world at such a northerly latitude, and home to Alaska’s largest and best university. 

A super scenic wilderness train ride from Fairbanks back to Anchorage (or vice versa, depending on the direction of your specific tour departure) is an optional means of extending your trip another day. 
ARCTIC EXPLORER features not only sensational wilderness hiking, canoeing and unrivalled wildlife viewing opportunities, but also a unique and intimate perspective into life on the extreme edges of the Last Frontier. With visits to the infamous oilfield complex that guards access to the Arctic Ocean and spits out its 800-mile long Alaska Pipeline; to a friendly trapper’s cabin in the long-abandoned gold rush community of Wiseman, on the Koyukuk River, made famous by the conservationist icon Robert Marshall in his 1933 non-fiction book Arctic Village; to a riverside hot spring village that was once a thriving, steamboat-accessed resort; and even a tour of the famous Reddington family’s dog sled racing kennel and homestead; you will leave Alaska feeling you know not only its extraordinary land, wildlife, and nature, but also its frontier culture. Please join us!
ARCTIC EXPLORER
DAILY ITINERARY & ACTIVITIES

Notes: Unless identified as optional, all mentioned activities are included. Actual hikes and campsites may vary. 

This flexible tour itinerary may operate in either direction (please inquire), and is subject to change.
DAY 1: PRUDHOE BAY/DEADHORSE TO GALBRAITH LAKE & THE BROOKS RANGE FOOTHILLS

Most group members will arrive in Prudhoe Bay/Deadhorse (~70 degrees northern latitude!) at ~9 a.m. this morning on Alaska Airlines flight #55 from Anchorage or Fairbanks (If your particular tour is operating in the opposite direction, we will meet in Fairbanks at ~8:30 am today; please inquire about the direction of your particular tour before reserving flights or making other travel arrangements). Your guide/s will meet you at the Prudhoe Bay airport, and after a brief overview of the tour, we’ll pass through the controlled-access oilfield for a trip to the Arctic Ocean. After a photo or a dip in the ocean (subject to access restrictions), we’ll escape this bizarre industrial compound and head south along the 414-mile Dalton Highway into the real Alaska, toward our spectacularly situated wilderness campsite in the foothills of the mighty Brooks Range.

As we cross the Arctic Coastal Plain and then begin the climb up the Arctic North Slope we’ll keep our eyes open for the herds of caribou and musk oxen, and the solitary grizzly bears that all roam the tundra. Paralleling the northerly flowing Sagavanirktok River and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (as well as the Alaska Pipeline), the gravel highway takes us through some of the most wild, remote and pristine road-accessible habitat on the continent. In addition to the mega-fauna, literally hundreds of different species of exotic migratory birds are commonly seen, including snowy owls, long-tailed jaegers, golden eagles, arctic terns, snow geese, arctic loons, eiders, and much, much more. (LD)

DAY 2: GALBRAITH LAKE, IN THE NORTHERN FOOTHILLS OF THE BROOKS RANGE

A full day for wilderness tundra hiking and exploration in this pristine wilderness will leave you awestruck. The scale and wildness of the mountain and river valley landscape is as humbling as it is inspirational. Climb ridges, ford creeks, ramble across the tundra, and watch for wildlife: the options are virtually limitless. (BLD)

DAY 3: ACROSS THE BROOKS RANGE TO WISEMAN

After another morning hike we’ll make the short but incredibly scenic drive up and across the Brooks Range at Atigun Pass, on the lookout for grizzly bears, Dall sheep, and other wildlife en route to our next beautiful campsite, near the historic “furthest north” gold rush village of Wiseman (population ~20), for another two night stay. (BL)

DAY 4: WISEMAN, AND THE SOUTHERN BROOKS RANGE

The renowned conservationist and writer Robert Marshall made the remote gold rush ghost town of Wiseman his home for several years in the 1930’s, later documenting his experience and insights in his fascinating book Arctic Village. We’ll visit the historic log cabins and museum of this charming and ramshackle ghost town this morning, and, with any luck, bump into Jack Reakoff, famous local trapper, artist, naturalist, and pipeline watchdog. Time with Jack is always well spent, as few people since Marshall are as knowledgeable and insightful about life in the northern Alaska bush as this passionate and articulate Alaskan subsistence homesteader. Afterwards we’ll make the short drive to the base of Midnight Dome, on the edge of rarely visited Gates of the Arctic National Park, for some incredible tundra hiking (and berry picking, in season).  (BLD)

DAY 5: ACROSS THE ARCTIC CIRCLE & YUKON RIVER TO MANLEY HOT SPRINGS

Now south of the Brooks Range, we head into the heavily forested, rolling hills of the vast Alaskan Interior. After stops at the Arctic Circle and Yukon River we continue on to the friendly and funky, end-of-the-road town Manley Hot Springs (pop ~100) for a relaxing two-night stay. Break out your bathing suits for an invigorating dip in the greenhouse-encased pools this evening, and, if it suits your fancy, rub elbows and tip a beer with the locals in the authentically Alaskan Manley Roadhouse. (BL)

DAY 6: MANLEY HOT SPRINGS
Two great activities today: First we’ll paddle canoes down the reflective and lake-like slough from our campsite, beneath the huge Interior Alaskan sky, on the lookout for beavers, moose and birds. This afternoon we’ll take a privately guided tour of the Reddington Iditarod Dogsled Kennel, where Joee Reddington Jr. (son of Iditarod race-founder Joe Reddington, and a famous and successful sprint racer in his own right), and his wife Pam breed, raise and train Alaskan husky racing dogs at their remote homestead kennel. Another soak in the luxurious hot spring pools this evening caps a fascinating and uniquely Alaskan day. (BLD)

DAY 7: BACK TO FAIRBANKS AND CIVILIZATION

Heading back to modern civilization, we’ll stop for a final hike in the beautiful tundra-clad hills of the White Mountains National Recreation Area before returning to Fairbanks, where the tour ends around 5 pm. Flights depart for Anchorage and beyond this evening, or you can optionally overnight in town and then take a scenic all-day Alaska Railroad trip back to Anchorage the next morning. (BL)

ACCOMMODATIONS

CAMPING TOURS: 7 days/6 nights. Be prepared for primitive camping conditions, as although they are developed, facilities at two of the three campgrounds are very basic. While camping, we supply easy-to-erect, four-person Eureka tents, which are perfect for two people and their luggage. Be sure to bring your own sleeping bag and insulated sleeping pad, or, with advance notice, you can rent these from us. Hot showers (or thermal baths) are available approximately every other day.

MEALS

CAMPING TOURS: Most meals are included (6 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 4 dinners) and are prepared by your guide/s in camp. We feature fresh, nutritious, and tasty foods, multi-course meals and large portions, often including homemade dutch oven deserts, barbecues, fresh fish and meat, salads, and more. Dinner is a highlight! Lunches are generally buffet-style picnics or brown bag meals that we carry with us on our hikes or other activities. Vegetarians and most special diets can be catered to with advance notice, please list any dietary restrictions or preferences on your Tour Reservation Form. The few non-included meals are taken at local restaurants, and are paid for locally.

LOOK AT ALL THAT’S INCLUDED

· Hiking: A variety of exceptional 2-6 hour scenic day hikes over mixed terrain (moderate to strenuous)

· Canoeing on the Manley Slough

· Hot Spring entrance fees in Manley Hot Springs

· Reddington Iditarod Dogsled Kennel & Homestead Tour 

· Prudhoe Bay oilfield tour (this provides the only permissible access to the Arctic Ocean; subject to access restrictions)

· All Ground Transport, Prudhoe Bay/Deadhorse (on the Arctic Ocean) to Fairbanks (or vice versa, on some trips)

· All Camping Fees, as specified in the “Accommodations” section of this document

· Most Meals, as specified in the Meals section of this document

· Entrance Fees to all national and state parks visited en route

· All Necessary Camping Gear except your personal sleeping bag and ground pad (these are available for rent with advance notice: bags $25, pads $10/ tour)

· The friendly and capable services of a professional Get Up & Go! Tours’ guide. Tours with 8-12 clients feature two guides. 

· Tour Pre-Departure Packet, including a packing list, Anchorage & Fairbanks lodging & arrival information, & more

NOT INCLUDED

· Transport to/from Tour Start/End Points in Prudhoe Bay (aka Deadhorse), and/or Fairbanks, Alaska. Please inquire about transportation logistics before booking your flights or making other travel arrangements.

· Pre- and/or Post-Tour Lodging; we can help. See our Alaska Tour Pre-Departure Packet for details

· Non-Included Meals (see “Meals”), and alcoholic beverages (bring these with you in your checked luggage if you wish)

· Optional Activities. See below.

· Personal Expenses

· Gratuities for your hard-working guides; see page 5 of our Tour Pre-Departure Packet for general tipping guidelines

· Personal Travel Insurance: highly recommended. See our Tour Reservation Form for details

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES & PRICES

· Alaska Railroad full-day wilderness train trip from Fairbanks to Anchorage, or vice versa, before or after the tour:  ~$189
· Brooks Range Scenic Flight: Price varies.
COMBINATION TOURS

If you have more time, Arctic Explorer can be combined with our 10-day Alaska Explorer tour, or with our 6-day Kenai Explorer, Mountains & Glaciers, and/or Alaska Ranger tours, to make a more wide-ranging Alaskan adventure. When you sign up for any of our combination tours you’ll receive one night of free, twin-share, shared -bath, lodging in Anchorage between each tour segment, at the Qupqugiaq Inn (or apply a $50 per person, per night credit to another hotel, or private-bath room upgrade).
GET UP AND GO!

TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE on this or any of our tours, simply give us a call at 1.888.868.4147 or 1.907.245.0795, or email us at alaska@getupandgotours.com. Assuming availability, all you’ll need to do to confirm your reservation is to complete our Tour Reservation Form and fax, scan and email, or mail it back to us with your $300 pp deposit ($500 for combination tours). We accept personal checks, money orders, international bank wire transfers, Visa and Master Card. Thank you, we are happy to answer any questions you may have, and look forward to your visit! Many tours fill fast, please reserve as early as possible to avoid being disappointed.
